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REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS INQUIRY 

41. Ms C.A. MARTIN to the Minister for State Development; Tourism; Small Business: 

I refer to the Howard Government’s determination to sell off the remaining 51 per cent of Telstra, and, in 
particular, to the Commonwealth Government’s decision to establish the regional telecommunications inquiry.  

(1) Has the minister seen the terms of reference?  If so, will they lead to a proper examination of all the 
issues involved, especially those affecting remote locations such as the Kimberley? 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  And Derby.  

Ms C.A. MARTIN:  This is my question, mate.   

(2) To what extent will the Western Australian situation be considered by the Commonwealth 
Government?   

Mr C.M. BROWN replied: 

I thank the member for this question because telecommunications are an important issue for all Western 
Australians, but particularly those living in rural and regional areas of the State.   

(1)-(2) A number of issues struck me about this inquiry.  It is being conducted by three people: the chairman, 
Dick Estens, a New South Wales cotton farmer; Jane Bennett, a Tasmanian businesswoman; and Ray 
Braithwaite, a former National Party member from North Queensland.  No doubt they are all very nice 
people.  However, the membership does not include a Western Australian!  Our State covers one-third 
of the country and has huge areas of unmet need.  What have we seen from the Commonwealth 
Government?  Not one Western Australian has been appointed to the committee.  Members of the 
National Party and the Liberal Party have expressed concern about regional telecommunications.  Have 
we heard anything from them about this issue?  Have they asked about representation from Western 
Australia?  Have we heard anything along those lines?  There has been a deathly silence.  That 
demonstrates their real level of interest in this issue - they could not care less.   

The committee has been given a very short time frame in which to investigate.  If the Commonwealth 
Government intended the inquiry to be done correctly, it would have extended that time frame.  It 
would also have allowed the committee to travel to rural and regional Western Australia to talk to 
people about what services are not being provided.  What a radical idea!  However, again, that has not 
occurred.   

The committee’s terms of reference include looking at reliable access for Internet and data speeds.  It 
would be nice if the Leader of the National Party shut up for one minute so that I can reply.  I must have 
touched a bit of nerve, because he has not stopped gabbing for the whole time I have been answering 
the question.  He is obviously embarrassed about it.  What is missing from the terms of reference is a 
reference to look at the affordability of regional telecommunications systems.  The inquiry is a sham.  It 
is not designed to get to the truth of the matter but to facilitate the selling off of Telstra.   

What are we doing about it?  We in government are doing many things, including raising objections in 
this House so that they come to the attention of the community generally.  We are not sitting on our 
hands doing absolutely nothing, unlike our colleagues in the National and Liberal Parties. 

 


